| stand before you today knowing our Lord and Saviour continues to
carry us in spite of many obstacles we face in this world today.

We need a renewed spirit to speak out for our Lord.
We all need to be his disciple’'s as He has commanded.

We can not simply come to church, .... put in our offering in the plate,
...and then go home.

We need to take our responsibility to be His disciple seriously...... taking
care of our neighbours, family and friends... including strangers.

As disciples, we cannot at the end of worship service just walk out the
door thinking we have punched our ticket until next Sunday.

As disciples, who are loved by God, we have a duty, .... a responsibility,
to reflect the Lord in all we do.

While many of us help and serve here at church, which is God
pleasing, that is only part of our responsibilities.

We are also very much responsible to take care of His creation. We are
to share our talents, our experience, our treasure, and our love for all of
those we encounter.... family friends, strangers and even those we do
not like or know.

We are to worship in His house to strengthen one another .... and to

learn.

We are to listen and learn the Word of God on Sundays and daily as
we read His Word.

| say this because when sin entered the world, this place became the
Devils domain, .... his kingdom. He is very zealous to keep us off guard
wanting us to look to the world for answers and pleasure.



He is working overtime to attack and mislead you and me.... To keep
us from growing in God’'s Word and trusting our Lord completely in
everything we think and do.

I worry when people walk straight out the door after church to go
home or out to eat, forsaking the opportunity to strengthen themselves
and others around them.

Take the time to talk to others in church, those sitting next to you and
those across the aisle whom you may not know.

Being a disciple is a serious business.

The devil is going to trick you every day to believe you am “ok”, you are
“ok” or just being “good”,

Being ‘good” doesn't cut it. | invite you to read Paul’s letter to the
Romans, to the Ephesians, and to the Galatians.

We need to wake up and realize the power of the Devil to sway you...
24 hours a day, every day. He is powerful but Our Lord is stronger. We
must take refuge and fight back.

Jesus reminds us being a disciple is not a smooth road.... We will be
looked down upon, ridiculed, insulted and maybe persecuted.

The body of Christ has a heavy responsibility to ‘make disciples”. Just
look at the world around us and see what is happening. We also have
a responsibility to strengthen one another through our actions, words
and caring.... .O.W.s “love”. We need to respond to calls for help, and

not ignore them.



Our program “Promise Keepers” to reach out across our community
needs you, .... Yes “you’, not the somebody else but all of us including
you.

Our Sunday School needs men and women to assist.

Our Early Learning Center needs volunteers to be Adopted
Grandparents to each child. We also need volunteers to assist and
help our teachers.

By volunteering, you withess to those you encounter: children, parents,
our teachers and others, letting everyone see the Lord in your actions
and deeds. Many of our staff and pupils do not know the saving
message of our Lord. We must do what we can to show kindness,
caring and love to those that do not know our Lord. Your role is
important. This world is so being swayed by the Devil that we must
witness by shining Christ's message through our words, deeds and
caring. Everyone is precious in the eyes of the Lord. Do not pass up the
opportunity to let your light shine.

Study God’'s Word — we all need more ... Here at church, and in small
groups, which you organize in your home to bring family and
neighbors together to study God’s Word.

God has provided this house of worship that others before us built so
we today can worship our Lord and hear His Holy Word. Praise Him for
that.

God has provided us with our Pastor to teach us and we can learn,
knowing that as we go out into the world, we have Jesus Christ as our
savior leading us to eternal life. Thank him for efforts.

We are richly blessed.



God is living in us, renewing our hearts each Sunday here at church
and at home and when we meet with others to study His Word.

The Devil on the other hand surrounds us with distractions, making us
think we can do what the world wants .... or just by being ‘good”, ...
ignoring God, ...by not studying His Word, ...by not joining in fellowship
with our fellow Christians.... and not caring about others.

The Devil is powerful, ...so “be on your guard and ask yourself is this
what Christ would have me do?”

Now some of us can no longer do physical things but we can call on
the phone, write letters and cards, proof read, and just talk to someone
to strengthen and reassure them. You can talk to the children and read
Bible stories.

Everyone one of us can serve the Lord in some capacity. Whatever
you can do.... do it!

We have a mission... join it. Do not sit on the sidelines thinking some
else will do it. Each of us must be his witness, .....his disciple.

Our Mission is a heavy one... but the Lord will carry us... trust Him.

Please examine your heart asking “what would the Lord have me do
as His disciple” to bring others to see His Light shining through me ....
agiving hope to others. .....A shining light that can not be ignored.

When we give our life to Christ, we tell the Devil “The Lord is my God
and my Savior, Go away...You are not my God".

Stand up for the Lord. You are his precious disciple.... let your light
shine.

Thank you



